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nearly 109 per cent, of the capital outlay expended
upon the twenty-two millions of acres irrigated.

There were in 1898 in India 225 cotton-mills,
45 jute, 6 woollen, and 9 paper, mills, and breweries
producing upwards of 5 J millions of gallons a year.
There were in all 1922 joint stock companies, the
output of coal amounted to upwards of eleven millions
of tons, and there were over 30,000 miles of railway
working, the average return on the capital expendi-
ture on which was 5.85 per cent, in 1907, as against
3J, in England.

A Bill is now before the Governor-General's
Legislative Council which provides for a reduction
in the hours of labour in textile factories, which
sometimes extended to fifteen hours a day or more,
to a day not exceeding twelve hours, deals drastically
with serious abuses that existed in connection with the
employment of children, and gives power to Local
Governments to apply its provisions to other factories
if necessary. Direct restriction on the hours of
labour was recommended by the Committee of 1906
and by a minority report of the subsequent Commis-
sion, the majority of which proposed to attain the
same end by indirect means.

It is true, of course, that in the East labour is not
organised as it is in Britain and is not continuous
but intermittent and spasmodic,but it is calculated that
a large number of operatives are likely to lose their
employment by the introduction of the shortened